
THE DEFENSE EXPERTS: INTERVIEWS 

• Find out 

who they are 

 

• Expose 

them! 

 

• Ask the 

questions 

that hurt 

them either 

way 



THE DEFENSE EXPERTS: INTERVIEWS 

THE THINGS THEY BURIED 



THE COMPETENCY HEARING 

THE ANALYSIS BEGINS 

W/ MENTAL ILLNESS, IT 

DOES NOT END THERE! 



KEY ISSUES FOR COMPETENCY 

• Reports compliant w/ R 11.3 & ARS §13-4509? 

• Understanding vs. Ability to assist 

• Ability to assist ≠ Desire to assist 

• Expert psychiatric opinion (transparent interview) 

• Structured, validated tests 



THE COMPETENCY HEARING:  FORENSIC INTERVIEW 



TEST MATERIAL SLIDE/INTENTIONALLY BLANK 

 



TEST MATERIAL SLIDE/INTENTIONALLY BLANK 



List all exhibits & all 

cross references 

Divide by topic, separate sets 



SENTENCING 

• Procedure (2 days) accepted by Court at COP 

• Testimony of 8 fact witnesses 

• Testimony of 2 State’s experts (1 defense) 

• Emphasis:  Future Violence! 



MENTAL ILLNESS AS MITIGATION  

(A.R.S. 13-701(E)(2)) 

• E. For the purpose of determining the sentence … the 

court shall consider the following mitigating 

circumstances: 

 

• 2. The defendant's capacity to appreciate the 

wrongfulness of the defendant's conduct or to conform 

the defendant's conduct to the requirements of law was 

significantly impaired, but not so impaired as to constitute 

a defense to prosecution. 

 



MENTAL 

ILLNESS AS 

MITIGATION… 

…OR 

DANGEROUS 

PSYCHOPATH? 



YOU AIN’T RODE IF YOU AIN’T BEEN 

THROWED… 





-Bob Dylan, Hurricane 


